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Reverend Sir, 


HE melancholy Diviſions, which 
have for ſome Years been at an un- 
rh natural Height among PROTEST- 
MIN ANT DISSENTERS in the North 
. of Ireland, have afforded an affect ing 
ſpe not only to thoſe who are attached to 
heir Intereſt, but to all ſuch as have the Welfare 
Catholick Chriſtianity at Heart: And there 
we ſo many of the genuine Fruits of Diviſions, 
ivy and Strife appeared, viz. Confuſion and every 
Mork, that none can remain unmoved with 
b deplorable Scene, but ſuch as have run into 
rery Criminal Indolence. | 

Tu Preſervation of Peace in the Church, is 
plainly commanded by the Goſpel, and fo 
Iwertully enforced, that the moſt open Diſturb- 
ot the Churches Quiet have ſtill diſclaimed it; 
ery Man that bears the Chriſtian Name is for 
Race, But then there are too many who are 
ly tor it on their own Terms, not warranted by 
e Sctiptare. And 'tis from this unhappy Source 
it the greateſt Part of all the ſcandalous Divi- 
bs and Schiſms, which have rent the Chriſtian 
urch in Pieces, and made it the Scorn of its 
emies, have taken their Riſe. That Obſerva- 
lot the Learned and Judicious Mr. Hales, is 
* 100 well founded, That it hath been the 
damon Diſeaſe of Chriſtians from the Begin- 
"iz, not to content themſelves with that Mea- 
A 2 © ſure 


1 


M 
* 


K W A #4 


GM 


ſure of Faith, which God and Scripture have 
Expreſſy afforded; but out of a vain Deſire tal m 
know more than is Revealed, they have at- th 
tempted to deviſe things of which we have nol] ©: 
Light, neither from Reaſon nor Revelation] th 
Neither have they reſted here; but upon Pre 0! 
tence of CHURCH-AU THORITY (which i t 
none) or TRADITION, which, for the mol co 
part 15 but feigned, they have Peremptorily con bre 
cluded, and confidently Impoſed upon others, @ *'* 
Neceſſity of entertaining Cqncluſions of thalff 
Nature”. See his Treatiſe of Schiſm. Now a be 
tho the Terms of Chriſtian Communion are clear] '* 
ly laid down in Scripture, yet ſo ſtrong are thi ! 
Propenſions of Men to remove theſe Land Mari * 
which are ſet by the great King of his Church 


that it was with great Difficulty the Apoſtlegy * * 
thoſe Inſpired Teachers, prevented this Diſcal © 
from breaking out in the moſt ſcandalous Ma e. 
ner in their own Time. But by the excelled "cx 
Rules which were delivered by them upon tho e 


Occaſions, the Churches Peace and Unity mig ſee t 
have been preſerved in all Ages, and was in er. 
good Meaſure ſecured for ſome Time; ſo th © * 


Miniſters and Chriſtians, qualified for Commu 
on in one Part of the Chriſtian Church, were aF em 
mitted in the ſame Capacity where ever they cam 4 
without having didtinguiſbing Terms of Commu rea 


on impoſed on them: Yer theſe ſacred Boun ] 
arics preſcribed by God, have long ſince bel me it 
broken down; and a Departure from the Go“ 
Simplicity has Shamefully divided the Church . Ir 
to ſo many Factions, deſtructive of each ot 1 
and inconſiſtent with that Unity of the Spirit, wi 7 : 


by the Divine Law they are obliged to py 
the Bond of Peace. = 


5 „ 

Tyar this Unity which flouriſhed in the Pri- 
miti ve Church ſhould be Reſtored by a Return to 
the Goſpel-fimplicity, is rather the Matter of the 
tarnelt Prayers and Deſires of true Chriſtians, 
than what they have any Rational Expectation 
of ſeeing ſpeedily Accompliſhed. Nothing but 
the pouring down of a Spirit of Love in an un- 
common Meaſure will prevail with Chriſtians to 
break down thoſe Incloſures, wherein as Parties 
they have ſhut themſelves up, to the Deſtruction 
of that Union and Communion which ought to 
be maintained with all that every where call upon 
tie Lord Jeſus. 

Notwithſtanding of our having no Proſpe& of 
1fpcedy Coalition among the Members of Chriſts 
myſtical Body upon the Terms of the Goſpel, yet 
it can't but be the Duty of ſuch as have the moſt 
viſtant Expectation of a Spirit of Love being 
poured out on the Chriſtian Church, 
heed in their ſeveral Stations to Preſerve Chriſtians 
tom Running farther from what they deſire to 
ſee them at. And I am ſure, whatever Miſtakes 
there may be in the Management, yet the Deſign 
ot this Paper is to Promote and Preſerve that 
Peace, for which the Proteſlant Diſſenters were 
ormerly very Remarkable. And this does yield 
me lo much quiet in the Reflection, that no ill 
Treatment which I have met with, or what I may 
Rationally Fear or Expect from Men, ſhall hinder 
ne irom Purſuing the ſame deſign in ſeeking the 
Peace of Jeruſalem. 

Ir is this Principle which puts me upon offer- 
ne my Thoughts to you, upon the OVER. 
TU RES, that, by the Appointment of the Laſt 
GENERAL SYNOD which met at Dun— 
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gannon in June 1725, are Refer'd to the Conſide- 
ration of the ſeveral PRESBYTERYS, in or- 


der to Ripen their Judgment concerning them 
againſt the meeting ot the next General Synod. And 


as I was Providentially hinder'd from attending 
that Meeting of the Presbytery of which I am a | 


Member, appointed tor Conſidering the Overtures, 
where I was Determined to have oftered my Rea- 


ſons againſt their being Recommended to paſs into | 


Reſolutions ; ſo, when I can't ſee them in any o- 
ther light, but as exactly Calculated for putting an 
End to our Peace and Unity, and that by them the 
Credit and Reputation of the Diflenting Intereſt 
is brought to the Stake, and muſt Sink if thoſe 
Overtures take Place : Theſe Conſiderations will, 
I hope, plead my Excuſe for oppoſing them in this 
Publick Manner. And the appearing in Print a- 
gainſt Overtures Reter'd to the Presbyrerys is coun- 
tenanc'd by the Example of Conſiderable Men in 
a Neighbouring Church, to which Diſſenters in 
Treland pay a Juſt Regard. 
The firſt Overture Runs in theſe Words. 

*WHyrREas the Reproaching the Judicato1es 
© of this Church is very Offenſive in itſelf, and 
© tends to diſturb the Peace of this Church, and 
© to the Weakning the Authority of Synods and 
© Presbyteries, and deſtroying the uſefulneſs of 
* Miniſters : We therefore Propoſe, that it be 
© Reſolution of this Synod, that if ANY MINI. 
© STER or Probationer of this Church ſhall, b) 
© Writing, Preaching, or in Converſation, Reflect 
© upon or Reproach our Synods and Presbyte- 
" ries, and THEIRACTS, in a manner unbe- 
© comeins his or their Relation to ſaid Judicato 
© ries, Contrary to the Reſpect and Reverence which 
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1 
© ought to be ſhew'd to Church-Aſſemblies, however 
© Fallible and ſubject to Mit ale, that ſuch Offender 
© ſhall be Suſpended from the Exerciſe of his 
* Miniſtry and Preaching, by the Presbytery unto 
© which he is Subject, until the time of the Ge- 
* neral or particular Synod's Meeting, unleſs he 
give Satisfaction to his Presbytery before that 
time. And that if any other Perſon of our 
© Communion ſhall be guilty of the above Offence 
* he ſhall be Proceeded againſt according to the 
© Rules of Diſcipline in Caſes of Scandal. 

Uv o this OVERTURE I obſerve, that tho 
the notion of Reproach and Reflection be not ſtated 
and aſcertain'd, yet I don't think it will be any 


difficult Matter to find what muſt be meant by 


thele Expreſſions in the Overture, and that by them 
we are not to underſtand opprobrious, reviling, rail- 
ing Language, becauſe there is no mention made 
that words of this ſort ſtand condemned by the Di- 
vine Law: And the Fixing of thisto be the Crime 
intended to be diſcourag'd and puniſh'd by the 
Orerture wou'd have bro't all Men into it. For 
both Revelation and Common Reaſon agree, that 
luch a practice ought to be diſcourag'd. And 
larther, it may be hop'd that there is no need of 
making ſo ſevere a Law to keep Railin g out of 
the Pulpit : But that by Reproaching and Reflecting 
upon Judicatories and their Acts, muſt be underſtood, 
a Repreſenting them as unjuſt, and as contrary to 
Reaſon and Revelation. And *tis certain, that 
when a Charge of this Nature is well ſupported, 
the Conſequences which the Overture guerds a- 
ganlt ( viz the Diſturbing the peace of this Church, 
ad the weakning the Authority of Synods and Presby- 
beef ) will more certainly follow, than if there 

were 


MY 7 þ » 
* 


4 8 + 


* 


4 - 
= * 4 
q * 
F 


: 


1 
were a Railing Accuſation bro't againſt them. 
For where the acts of Presbyteries and Synods are 
unjuſt, or contrary to Reaſon and Revelation, 


they are no more exempted from Repentance than | 


privateChriſtians: Andtho' the Impenitence of the 
Clergy is become a Proverb, nothing but Repent- 
ance can reſtore their Characters with Conſidering 
Men, after they have done an ill thing. When once 


Chriſtians have conceiv'd an ill opinion of the 


Guides of the Church, they will diſpute every Inch 
of the obedience they claim: Wherever Authority 
is abus'd, it will be contemn'd ; and the more it 15 


abus'd, the more Cautious will Chriſtians be in 


ſubmitting to it. 


Now that Reproach may be underſtood in this, 


Senſe, which I think I have plainly ſhown to be 
the meaning of it in this Overture, I have no lels 
an authority to produce than the Reverend Mr. 
Maſtertowi's, who in his Sermon Entitled Chriſt 
an Liberty founded on Gſpel- Truth, page 3 gth lays, 
This Doctrine REPROACHETH them 
© who depreciate any of thoſe Doctrines which arc 
according to Godlineſs, repreſenting them # 
matters ot meer Speculation *', I hope neither the 
Doctrine which Mr. Maſtertown had preach d ii 
that Sermon, nor any other Doctrine of the Bible, 
uſes any Indecent, Opprobrious, Reviling words 
tb any Perſons ; but it ſhews them their Miſtakes 
and by this means reproaches them. When evel, 
then, Presbyteries and Synods have their Miſtake 
detected to them, they are reproach'd; and no 
thing but Blind obedience and Implicit Faith cat 
be a ſufficiently extenſive ſecurity to their Chi 
racers ; a Defence, I hope, they will never ® 
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paſſing into a Reſolution, I advance the following 
Reaſons. 
Fi;ſt, that it is obſcurely Expreſſed; and as by 
'W this means it may Enſnare Men, it ought not to 
paſs into an Act. Is it not Reaſonable, that it 
ſhould be told, what in the Eye of this Overture 
ſhall be Conſtrued a Reproach and Reſtection unbe- 
mig the Relation of a Miniſter or Prohationer to 
Hades or Presbyteries ? Or, what Behaviour is 
Contrary te the Reſpect a Reverence which ought 
i be ſhewed to Church Aſſemblies Theſe are points 
1 nave a great deal of Nicity in them, and a- 
bo d wich the beſt Judges may Differ. I ſuppoſe, 
that taey ſhall not be left to Determine what is to 
be looked upon as a breach of this Intended Ca- 
no are to beTryed for a Tranſgreſſion of it: 
This :1- Jadicatory to which they belong mult 
ix. And is it no Hardſhip for a Man to be oblidg- 
ed to onduct himſelf, not by his own Senſe of 
things, but by the Apprehenſions of another; and 
yet this other wont Declare what his Sentiments 
are? Thi practice ſeems too near akin to the me- 
tods uſed by that Tyrant who wrote his Laws in a 
mall Character, and hung them ſo high that they 
cou d not be Read, with a def ign to get his Coft- 
ers well filled by the Forfeitures of many Offen- 
lets. I think that the Reſpe& and Reverence 
due to Church-Aſſemblies ſhould Depend upon their 
behaviour, and it will be Impoſſible to put it on a- 
e other foot by any Canon, where the Liberties of 
den are not taken away. It is no hard matter to 
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ame Church- Aſſemblies which Presbyterians have 

„ 4 en Reproaching f for near a Hundred Years, and 
* an c look upon themſelves to have yet diſchars* 
5 d wwlat is que to them on the Score of their Act- 
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ings. Dr. Tiforſon ſays of the Second Councel cf 
NICE, that they wreſted Scripture Ridiculouſly, that the 
proved Matters by Immodeſt Stories: That their Pro- 
ceedings were ſuch a Maſs of Fopperies, that if a Gene 
ral Conncel of Atheiſts had met together with a Deſign 
zo abuſe Religion, by talking Ridiculouſly concerning it 
they could not have done it more Effeftually, See Tilt 
ſon's Works, I. Vol. Page 642. And any Perſon that 
will be at the pains to Read the Account which 
is given of this Councel by the Magdebrro-Centuri 
ators in the Fourth Volume of their Hiſtory, Cer. 
8. Chap. 9. Page. 587, &c. And by Spanbem i 
the I. Vol. of his Works page 1314. and 1315. aud bric 
more largely in his Hiſt: Inag: Reft: in anſwer 75 
to Maimburg, Vol. II. page 711. will ſee that there P 


is no undue Severity in Dr. 7ilorſor's Remarks. And fret 
upon the whole, I ſhould be glad to hear, from and 
thoſe who are well ſeen in this part of Education, dyne 
what that Reſpect and Reverence is which was di this 
zo this Aſſembly; HOWEVERFALLIBLEH bes 
AND LYABLE TO MISTAKE) lan << 
certain, they ſtood in much need of a Canon here 
of this Nature, to ſecure their Characters. ed 1 
Tux neceſſity of all Rules and Laws being plain Fearc 
whereby Criminals are to be Trycd, wheneveM $<ili 
there are Dlviſions in the Church or Factions i. Suppe 
the State, is very Manifeſt ; becauſe then the Cor breacl 
ruptions of Men give them a, Byaſs to the Preju- 2d 
dice ofa Perſon they do not like. And Impartia ir of 
Zy-ſtanders have ſeen plain Inſtances of this I! * 1 
Ciurch-Aflemblics. It was not long ſince made erefe 
one Reaſon for Suſpending a Miniſter, by the ca 
Presbytery to which he belonged, for Reflect!" e 
upon the General Synod jn theſe Words, © You r 
, IarFpe: 


may Remember all I ſaid abont the Synods E impl 
© comm Py t 
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© communicating Mr. Nevin, was, that it ſeemed 
gdiſputable whether it was Right to do ſo for his 
* Refuſing to Purge himſelf ; And that I did not 
know but a Godly Man and a fit Miniſter might 
© hold that Principle, viz. That none ought to ue 
"Wl © Scandal by that Method of Purging themſelves. Tho 
" þ L always told you, I myſelf would not have done 
as Mr. Nevin did“. This was looked upon to 
be ſuch a Reproaching and Reflecting upon the Synod, 
that altho there was no Act againſt it, (as appears 
by the preſent Overture) and here is no Oppro- 
brious Language, but only ſaying that it ſeemed dif- 
putable whether what they had done was Right, That 
it plainly Juſtifies the Notion that I have above 
fred of Reproach ; nay, carrys it much Higher; 
and makes the moſt diſtant and modeſt hint of a 
dynods being wrong a Reflecting upon them. Yet 
this was looked upon to be ſuch a Reflection upon 
the Synod, that it is mentioned as one Ground of 
the Suſpenſion of a Miniſter. Was not the Crime 
here much leſs than what the Proteſtors Commit- 
ted in the Face of the Synod ? And is it not to be 
Feared, that the ſame Zeal which made a Tranſ- 
greſſion without any Law, will, when they have the 
Support of an Act, make any thing they pleaſe a 
breach of it? 
2dly, Ir would Evidently Redound to the Hon- 
our of the Synod (if there were ſuch a Reſoluti- 
on 2515 Intended, now in being) to Repeal it; And 
therefore the paſſing this OVERTURE into an 
Act can't be to their Credit. The Repeal would 
ook, as if they were not afraid of the Stricteſt 
Inquiries, and that they could not ſuffer by the 
Sharpeſt Cenſares. But the Enacting of it will 
mply the Reverſe of all this. Men in a CO 
B 2 tate 


12 
State ſhould not deprive themſelves of any motive 
to kecp from what is Evil, or to perform what i 
Good; and certainly the World being at Liber 
to cenſure the Conduct of Men in any Publick Sta 
tion will make them Cautious. I have met with 
one Particular of the Late Queen MA RY, which 
I ftiil thought Admirable, ſee the Works of the 
Learned for 1693. page 206. when ſome would 
have Incenſed her Royal Highneſs againſt that Fx 
mous French Miniſter Monſicur F U R1EU, who 
in his Anſwer to Father Maimbourg, that he 
might the better juſtifie the Reformation in &. 
land, made a very black Repreſentation of theit 
Queen M A RT, © Is it not a Shame, ſaid one, that 
this Man without any Conſideration for your 
Royal Perſon ſhould dare to throw ſuch Infamous 
* Calumnies upon a Queen from whom your Roy: 
al Highneſs is Deſcended ? No, not at all, R. 
plyed the Ingenioits Princeſs ; for is it not Enough 
that by fulſom praiſes Kings be Lulled aſleep 
all their Lives, but muſt flattery accompany then 
to their very Graves? how then ſhould Princes 
tear the Judgment of Poſteriy, if Hiſtorians wer 
not allowed to ſpeak the truth of them after theit 
Death“. If this be Good Reaſoning, which 
will be allowed on all Hands, if T underſtand any 
thing of Humane Nature, Hiſtorians and others be. 
ing at Liberty to tell truth of Princes while theſ 
are Alive ; and of Church Judicatories while the) 
have time to Amend their Miſtakes, will be a much 
ſtronger Argument to make them do Good, that 
any thing that can be ſaid of them after thel 
Death. | 
3dly, Ir will be very difficult to Reconcile the 


paſſing this Overture into a Reſolution to * 
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1 
Won of the Synod : For won't it appear ſtrange, 
ir chey ſhould paſs a Reſolution to Secure them 
Jom Reproach, when it is not in their power to 
ake an Act to ſecure them from deſerving it? 
daall Men who are Expoſed to Diſeaſes make a 


| 

e not had very loud Complaints made of the In- 
ice done by Sznods, and there 1s one Appeal 
ade to the World in print againſt ourſelves : And 
tis certain, that this has very much Impaired the 
\cpuration of our Synods, in the Opinion of ma- 
qudicious Byitanders ; and there is nothing yet 
dae to Vindicate us from that Heavy Reproach. 
and while this is the caſe, all the Reſolutions 
rhich can be paſled by the Synod won't Prevent 
being ſaid, That this is the way which the Synod 
u taken to anſwer all Charges againſt them, viz to 
0 thoſe who give them in. What! muſt We Sub- 
tube that Synods and Councels are Lyable to Er- 


But with an Exception to its being applyed 
m WP ourfelvcs. Both Synods and their Acts mult by 
es Intended Rule be Sacred; and when they have 


one an ill thing, it is a Reproaching them to ſay 
Icy have done ſo; or, mult We in this Caſe Ima- 
e that our Miſtakes are Commendable when 
ice we tall into them. 
Furthly, What Opinion would the World en- 
e rain of a Parliament, who would form an Act 
cy er the Model of this Overture, viz. that no 
chrroaches ſhou'd be caſt upon them and their 
g, taking Reproach in that Senſe which I am 
it there is ſo much Evidence for reſtraining it 
in the Overture. For this would take away 
bertz of the Subject to repreſent the Griev- 
„es they are under, by any Law of the State. 
1 But 


aw againſt its being ſaid they are Sick? Have 


E 4 1 
But that they have a full Liberty this way, welij... 
are vrell aſſured by one well skil}'d in theſe thingy Ju 
who ſays, that it is ſo tar from being a Crime 2 
* or an Affront to any Legiſlature, to endeavour}. 
to ſhew the evil Conſequences, or Unequitabl . 


* neſs of any Law now in Being, that all Lay: F 
makers, who act upon Principles of public hon. 
© Juſtice and Honour, cannot but eſteem it an Ad: T F 
* vantage to have ſuch Points laid before them Nc. 
See the Common Rights of Subjects, &c. page g Pie: 
If ſuch an Act, had paffed in the Concluſion of 1 

Reign, not out of the Memory of a great may chli 
now living, it would have been looked upon? ic 


a Preface to the Pretender's coming with all hig..; 
Retinue ; and as Parliaments are more at Liberty. . ; 
in what is generally the Matter of their Acts thai... 
Synods are, ſince the one have not ſuch a con... 
pleat Body of unalterable Laws for governing Reg. 
State, as the others have for ruling the Church ic... 
So Parliaments might with much more Juſtice pal 
ſuch an Act, than Synods can come into ſuch 
Reſolution - And altho they are as well ſecure 
ſrom Reproach, by that Divine Law ( Exod. 2! 
28.) Thou ſhalt not ſpeck Evil of the Ruler of 1 
Peop'e, as Synods and Presbyteries can pretend! 
be, yet it is no hard Matter to name Parliaments al 
their Acts which have been reproached in Print, 
the Senſe in which R-proaching muſt be meant! 
this Overture; and if the State had thought pi 
per to deprive ſuch Perſons as made thoſe Refle 
tions, of all the Advantages which they ene) 


as Members of the Common-wealth for this Crime Patticy 
as the Penalty of this Overture rakes away af 11 
2 Miniſter or Chriſtian has by the Church Majo 
don't queſtion but what would be cenſured "I 


1 | 

unn y in the State, will paſs with ſome for a com- 
VE mendable Zeal in the Church. I hope, then, the 
Nfiicatories of the Church may ſatisfie themſelves 
MWwith che ſame, or a leſs Degree of Civil Uſage 
uu man the Legiſlature meet with, and truſt, that none 
ebam them, if they be Followers of that uhichis Good! 
fh, Ix Church-Judicatories there is too 
Motten an Occaſion given to enter PR Q- 
TESTS, particularly in a divided State of the 
Church; and thoſe are ſeconded with Reaſons - 
Futif this Overture paſs into a Reſolution it ſtrikes 
directly at this Liberty. For the Proteſters are 
obliged often to give it as their Opinion, that the 
udicatory have àcted againſt Divine Revelation, 


Reaſon and ſuiſtice, and I don't know what can well 
bea heavier Reproachto a Judicatory of a Church, 
than {ſuch a Charge; and certainly this Overture 
mu: be deſigned for the Suppreſſion of the heavieſt 
Reflections which are pointed againſt Church-Ju- 
Gcatorics. Now, the Conſequence from this, is, 
tat dhe ſtronger and clearer the Reaſons of a Pro- 
cler are, in Proportion does the Load of Re- 
Froach rife, which is laid upon the Judicatory ; 
«nu therefore whenever any Perſon, who is 2 
Member of a Presbytery or Synod, has proteſted, 
be wl, by the paſſing of this Overture be laid 
Inver a Temptation to conceal the Strength of his 
eaſons, tho it ſhould reflect upon his Wiſdom and 
honelty that he may the better ſecure him- 
wr rom ſmarting under the Severity of this 
Canon. Again, 

IX our preſent unkappy divided State, there is 
Patcular Notice taken when any Party-queſtion 
3 Conſideration, whar Miniſters vote againſt 
HM˖ajority; but eſpecially if any proteſt, there do 

noc 
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not want Endeavours to give his Congregation il 
Impreſſions of him: And a Man who comes t 
ſome Judicatories with a Complaint againſt hi 
Miniſter for Voting againſt a Majority, or Dif 
ſenting from them, will, to my certain Know: 
lege, meet with no Diſcountenance. What mul 
a Miniſter do, when he is charged with that E 
gregious Crime of Voting againſt a Majority c 
the Synod ? Muſt he give an Account of the 
whole Matter, and tell what a Contradi&ion to 
Reaſon, and Revelation, and the conſtant Prac 
. tice of Diſcipline this Act of the Synod was, . 
gainſt which he proteſted ? There will be nothing 
left for him to do, to ſecure his Peace with Men, 
but to abandon the Principles of Self-defence, and 
believe as the Church believes. God be praiſed, net 
ther Luther nor Calvin had learned this Leſſon: 

This would have prevented the Reformation 

and bids fair for Deſtroying it, now it has taket 

Place. 

T n Penalty propoſed for enforcing this Ort 
ture is very extraordinary. The Offender, if a Mr 
niſter or Probatfoner, is to be ſuſpended till the til 
of the General or Particular Synod's meeting, unleſs 
give Satisfaflion to his Presbytery before that Tim 
And other Perſons guilty of this Offence ſhall le 
proceeded againſt as in Caſes of Scandal. All Trau 


greſſions of this Law are equally Heinous; "ll 
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By fo ſevere a Sanction the unhappy Caſe of - K 
. . * * . 1 1 
Miniſter or Probationer may be this, that Mee 
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" TELLING TRUTH of a Synod or Presyt*! 
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(for while they are Fallible, the telling Trucn Wever e 
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them may be a ſevere Reproach and heavy. 
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jon) he ſhall be ſuſpended from his Miniſtry, 
Preaching, till the next Synod meet. But ic 
not {aid what ſhall be done then. What if the 
happy Man ſhould'be ſo honeſt as to repeat the 
me, by telling the ſame Truth over again: This 
duct, I am afraid, will rather expoſe him to 
{tio than procure the Removal of the Saſpen- 
; and this may continue until his Life's End, 
ther before the Presbytry or Synod he do not 
e his Conſcience the Lye, by a Retractation. 
ſhort, there may be no way, by this Overture, 
2 Miniſter or Probationer to be reſtored to his 
tice, or a Layman to the Privileges which be- 
js to him as a Chriſtian, but by a plain For- 
ure of his Honeity : They muſt all think of 
ndly commencing Knaves, to be reſtored to 
Churches Peace; and of caſting themſelves 
of the Divine Favour, by acting againſt their 
nſciences, to qualify them for Communion 
n the Church. This Overture, if it paſs into 
Kcſolution, will ſtrike at the ſmall Remains of 
grity and Sincerity which are among Chriſti- 
But Hypocrites will live very eaſie under it, 
ole whoſe Underſtandings are in this Senſe 
live, that they can think as the Judicatory com- 
nds them. To conclude ; If Presbyteries and 
ods take Care to ſtick cloſe by their Inſtructi- 
teaching Men to obſerve whatſoever Chriſt has 
Manded them, they need not fear the Loſs of 
putation : Theſe are things which are of good 
fut; and the farther Accounts of their Pro— 
angs ſpread, ſo much more will their Repu- 
on be increaſed. And without this no Canon, 
Fever enforced, can ſecure their Characters: 
when they are taking up their Time vpon 


'* * + - 
Matters 


| We. ay le, 
Matters which Chriſt has not commanded thee@ich 
then Charity obliges all Men to put them in mul His 


of their Duty, that they may take heed to the My 


ſtry which they have received in the Lord, that! 


fulfil it. 


T nx Second Overture is as follows, Tad 
© wholoever ſhall maintain that Chriſt hath Hus 
* lodged any Authority in the Judicatories of MW: o 
Church, but that they are mere Conſulratifſſh Ex 
© Meetings, whole Deciſions, even in mattes Hour 
Prudence and Expediency, may be countera#Mre | 
and defeated by every Man's private Judgmei No 
© or, ſhall expreſs himſelf in Words to that EfeMur 
* ought not, nor ſhall not be allowed to rote ſry p 
any matters, the Deciſion whereof may afte& aWiikc: 
Member, who believes the proper AuthorinM arc 
our Judicatories as the Ordinance of Jeſus CinWeatio 
to which Submiſſion is due in all things lauf tak 
for Conſcience Sake; it being contrary to e th 
mon Equity, that where there is a Parity bed 
Power, the Obligation to mutual Submiſſe pra 
ſhou'd not be equal in all the Members' chat 

I ſhall explain ſome Things mentioned in er th 
Overture, in order to a more full Underſtaner th 
it; and then ſhall offer Reaſons, why things 
ſould not paſs into a Reſolution. | 8h 

War] ſhall firſt then endeavour, is, to "ve 
the Nature of Matters of Expediency, and Þ FR 
dence, and things lawful, as they are mente ved 
in the Cloſe of the Overture. And that 1 eir J 
execute this Deſign with the greater Advants Klon, 
I ſhall enquire into what the Apoſtle ſays, on 
10. 23. All things are lawful for me, but all ö &ion 
are not expedient ; all things are lawful for me, at \ 


things edifie not. And he ſpeaks to the ſame? 


PL 


1 
oe, 1 Cor. 6. 12. In which Words the Apoſtle, 
thell it the greateſt Wiſdom ſhews the Extent of our 
miMhciſtian Liberty; and at the ſame Time lets us 
e, under what Limitations we are to conduct 
iſelves in the Practice of it; For altho in Mat- 
u which are Indifferent, being neither com- 


IHaded nor forbidden, our Great Sovereign has 
h us at Liberty to do or not; yet in the Exer- 
fie of this Liberty, there muſt be a Regard had 


d Expediency and Edification ; for where the Uſe 
four Liberty is inexpedient, or mars Edification, 
rad ere the Exerciſe of it mult be ſuſpended. 

MW No w that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of things of this 
ature in the Texts which I have mentioned, is 
ry plain; his taking Notice of Expediency and 
lification ſhews, that the things he there ſpeaks 


cir are of that Sort: And their Tendency to Edi- 
Mation, or their being Hinderances to it, are to 
vol taken into Conſideration, whenever we prac- 
 colW': them. For as to thoſe things which are pre- 
ity ibed or prohibited by the Divine Law, they mult 
niſß 


e practiſed or abſtained from; Chriſtians muſt 
charge the Duties incumbent upon them, whe- 
er they appear Expedient or Inexpedient, whe- 
der the World be offended at them or not: And 
ings forbidden, muſt never be done, ſuppoſe 
ey ould recommend themſelves by the greateſt 
pearance of Expediency. 

Faom this Account then it follows, that the 
ped emcy or Unexpediency of things lawful, and 
er Tendency either to promote or marr Edifi- 
Alon, muſt be determin'd by a ſerious Conſide- 
£101 of the particular Circumſtances of humane 
ions, as Times, Places, Perſons; which have a 
Fat Variety, and an equal Uncertainty, 

CY AGainsy 
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AGAINST this Overture paſſing into a Rc 
lution, I offer the following Rzaſons. 

Firft, Tuer this Overture makes an extra 
gaut Claim, and demands no leſs than a Surren 
ot ALL THE LIBERTIES OF MANKIYN 
For when we conlider the things, in which G 
has reſtrained our Liberty, by che Duties uh 
he requires us to perform, and the Evils heh 
commanded us to abſtain from; it is certain, th 
Matters of Prudence, Expediency, and all thi 
lawful (the very Expreſſions of the Overture) co 
prehend every thing elſe : So that a Man v. 
gives his Conſent to this Overture paſſing into 
Reſolution, delivers up himſelf a Captive, bou 
Hand and Fot to Church- judicatories; and! 
has. made fo full a Promiſe to yield to this unlin 
ted Demand ot the Church, to obey her in all il 
lawful, for Conſcience ſake, that he can't be a Me 
bet ot any other Society: For as all indiffet 
things are, abſtracting from Circamitances, a 
ful; and that nothing elſe but indifferent thin 
are ſubject to the Legiſlative Power (as Mr. E 
ailerts, vol. 2. page 243.) So a Man who hast 
indented himſelf over to the Church, has tu 
o yicld to the Society, nor to the Magiſtrate, d 
what the Church will be pleaſed to indulge him! 
Ic it thould be ſaid, that there is no Doubt ot i! 
Church's exerciſing this Power under Limitatio 
I ANSWER, ſo indeed has the Church of N 
ſaid for Herſelf ; and yet how has She detad 


m1 tt?Ua 


Chriſtianity, and keeps many Nations in Spit 
Slavery, in Conſequence of this Power being gt 
rad her. And in making this Claim, the Dema! 
Moni be made under the ſame Limitations © 


* — 1 89 -© * 47 » 
e alnts 5 that 
lich the Church reſolves to exerciſe it; 

en 


1 


1 
very Man in his, or all Men in their private 
agents, may conſider whether they be reaſon- 
able Or no. 

Secondly, TuIIS Overture ſhould not paſs into a 
Reſolution, becauſe the high and ſovereign Au- 
thoriry which is pretended to by it, is rather more 
extravagant (it poſſible ) than the Claim which it 
makes ; whereby Men are deprived of their Li- 
bzrty, What can raiſe Power to a higher Pitch, 
than that in things indifferent, which are all laws 
ful, Conſcience is bound SOLELY on the Ac- 
count of the Authority which commands ? The 
learned Dr. Bates, ſpeaking ot the Prohibition giv- 
n to our firlt Parents in a State of Innocence, ſays, 
that it ſhewed God's Sovereignty, and was proper 
to diſcover Mans Obedience. If the Prohibition 
ys he) had been grounded on any moral inter- 
nal Evil in the Nature of the thing itſelf, there 
hach not been ſo clear a Teſtimony of Gods Do- 
minion, nor of Adams Subjection to it. But 
* when that which was in itſelf indifferent became 
' unlawful, wee-ly by the Will of God; and when 
the Command had no other Excellency, but to 
make the Authority more Sacred, this was a 
' Confining of Man's Liberty, and to abſtain was 
ture Obedience *, See his Harm. Page 20. Edition 


at 5. 


Tur Reaſoning of a Judicious Author now liv- 


NT 


ht 8 15 enough to leave a Damp upon the Spirits of 
008 en, who make ſuch Exorbitant Claims ; and for 
WE bad I ſhall give his Words, There cannot 
_ faeretore he a more abſurd or extravagant Pre- 
man tence than this; that any ſubordinate Rulers have 
Authority of making Laws about things 

purely Indifferent ; for where the matter and Cir- 


© * cumſtances 
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cumſtances of the Law are ſuppoſed to be Iy- 
different, the Law is confeſſedly founded upon 
no Reaſon nor Neceſſity at all, and ſerves only to 
* Exercilc an abſolute and uncontroulable Power, 
* and that 1n the moſt extraordinary Inſtance of it 
that can be Imagined, as peculiar to God him- 
* ſelf. But tho' God has reſerved to himſelf the 
© Right and Prerogative of Trying the Obedience 
* of his Creatures this Way, yet he cannot poſſi- 
* bly inthis Caſe give his Glory to another, with- 
* out diveſting himſelf of his Deiry or Supreme 
© Dominion. 

Thirdly, Ac a1NsT this Overture, I farther ſay, 
that it makes a Demand of Power which it is im- 
poſſible any Church can execute, viz. To make 
fixed Laws in matters of Prudence and Expedien- 
cy; and that this is Impracticable, will appear, if 
we conſider that the Variety and Uncertainty of 
Circumſtances upon which a Matter's being Expe- 
dient or Inexpedient depends, makes it utterly Im- 
poſſible to lay down any Rules for Expediency 
which can Anſwer all Poſſible Caſes : And after al 
that Church Judicarorics can do, it muſt be left to 
the Prudence and Charity of particular Men, to 
act according to the Wiſdom which God has gi 
ven them, after they have duly conſidered Circum- 
ſtances. If the Church could ſettle this matter by 
Laws, then ALL would ſhew an equal degree of 
Wiſdom, who kept by their Rules; then the Vi 
and Uzwiſe would be Equally Wiſe, in the manage: 
ment of matters of Expediency : And this will it 
troduce a kind of Levelling into Religion that ha 
not yet been thought of. 

Fourthly, T 15 Overture ought to be Quaſhes, 


ſince it is Abſurd in itſelf, and contains in it my 
oF | an 
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dance of Armtiproteſtantiſm. For in the firſt place, 
here is a Claim put in by the Judicatories of this 
Church, however Fallible and Lyable to Miſtake, For 
2 Power as lodged with them by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt to Determine in Matters of Prudence, Expe- 
iexcy, and all things Lawful whatſoever they ſhall 
think proper. And tho the Imprudence and Inex- 
pediency, nay, and Unlawfulneſs of a thing alſo, 
be ſhewn by ſeverals in the Synod to the Convicti- 
on of many of the Members, yet however it is 
put to the Queſtion, and it is carried by one Vote 
that it is a matter of Prudence, Expedient and 
Lawful: The Conſequence of this, is, that ſuch 
as believe the proper Authority of this Church, 
muſt believe it to be Expedient againſt their own 
Fixed Judgment. There are ſome Proteſtant Wri- 
ters who have ſo much of the Miſt of Popery ſtill 
in their Eyes, that they cannot forbear telling Chi- 
merical Stories of a Publick Judgment and Conſcience 
which like Standard-meaſures al Private ones are 
to be Tryed by. It is certain, this Overture 
ans ſo ſtrongly that way, it will be impoſſible to 
ecure the Rights of Private Judgment from its In- 
croachments. 

Ad ain, by this Overture, if in matters of Ex- 
pediency, &c. any Man will follow his own Pri- 
rate Judgment, and Counter- act the Authority of 
a Judicatory of this Church, then this ſhews him 
to be a Perſon who holds Presbyteries and Synods 
to be only Conſultative Meetings ; and that he 
does not own them to be an Ordinance of Jeſus 
Criſt. This put into plain Erghiþ, informs us, that 
a Man mut be a Knave, in order to his being a true 
P:ecbyterian. For he niuſt think a thing Expedient 
nich he believes is Inexpedient ; or, when he taxes 


it 
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it to be Inexpedient, yet he muſt do it; that is, 


ſcience ſake. But what if his own Con ſcience be 


EN. (and 


hing 
lelf, 

lifter 
[jun 


he muſt do a thing which he believes is unlawful, 
all Circumſtances conſidered. This is the Picture 
which this Overture gives us of a Presbyterian, 
On the other Hand, an Independaut is one that in 


as) How 
matters of Prudence and Expediency will follow h Foc 
on Judgment, and not Act againſt /is Conſcience, We +1. 


whatever the Opinion of the Cunſultative Meet- 
ing be. This ſecures his Honeſty ; and if this were 
a true Repreſentation of Presbytery, and Iadependen 
cy, which is given by this Overture, the Latter 
has ſo much the Advantage, that all Honeſt 
Men ought to embrace it and defert the H- 
mer. 

TE Inconſiſtency of this Overture with the 
Proteſtant Religion is manifeſt: For, according to 
it any Man who does not believe Obedience to be 
due to Church-judicatories in all things Lawful as 
an Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt hold them to be 
Conſultative Meetings; for it is in this that the 
Difference between Presbytry and Independency is pla- 
ced in the Overture; the Meaning of it muſt be, 
that every Man who is a Presbyterian thinks evetj 
thing Lawtul which Presbyteries and Synods think 
ſo: That as ſoon as he begins to diſpute one Point 
of this ſort, he commences Independant. But he 
muſt go farther too; he muſt obey them for Cum 


againſt it? And this it will be in ſome Caſes, 25 
long as Church-Judicatories are Fallible, and tht 
Perſon who is to obey lyable to Miſtake, There 
is no help for it; the True Presbyterian mult 9 
through with it. He muſt obey conſcientiouſly againſt li 
Conſcience ; in all things Lawful Obedience is due. 


But what if a Judicatory ſhould take it in 0 


BE 
and I heartily wiſh they had never done a worſe _ 
hing) to Command the moſt trifling Action in it 
If, and all the Circumſtances of it perfectly In- 
liferent 2 the Action then is very Lawful, but the 
junction both Unreaſonable and Unneceſſary.” 
However, a True Presbyterian muſt ſhew himſelf 
Fool rather than forfeit his Character. In ſhort, 
{the Church muſt, Judge for us what is lawful, 
and of all the Circumſtances of ſuch Actions, and 
Obedience be due for Conſcience ſake, then 
re haveno ſecurity but the Goodneſs and Prudence 
the Church, why ten thouſand fooliſh things 
may not be put upon us. 

| ſhall Conclude my Remarks upon this Over- 
ure, by putting the following Queſtions, to be Re- 
olved by any Perſon who thinks he is able to main- 
un its Reputation. 

FixsST, Mether à Sincere Honeſt Independent, who 
jr of Opinion that Church-judicatories are only Conſul- 
atrve Meetings, when he thinks that ſuch Judicatories 
ave made a Good Rule in matters of Expediency and 
erty, will not obſerve it? 

SECONDLY, Hhether a Presbyterian is oblidged 
g obſerve a Rule which be thinks Inexpedient or Un- 
Jawful, becauſe a Judicatory thinks otherwiſe ? 
Tarp, That when an Independent will ob- 
ende every Gvod Rule, and Reject every ill one, made 
a Conſultative Meeting, what muſt a Presbyterian 
0 more does his believing the proper Authority of 
„ Judicatories, as an Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, 
bulge him to believe that they never go wrong, or to 
*) whether they be Right or Wrong? 
 Fouxrnr y, Wether it be in the Power of a Ju- 
catory to oblidge, by their Authority, to an Inexpediency 


they 3 itſelf or in the Opinion of the Perſon who 4 7 
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obey ? I they have Authority in the firſt Caſe, wbeth 
then they have not Authority to enjoyn Sin, contrary to tie | 
Good old Rule, quicquid non Expedit, in quantum 


non Expedit, non Licer, that is, whatever is n i 
Expedient as far as it is Inexpedient is Unlawful; a! © 
if in the other Caſe, hou came they by that Deminim b 
277 the Man's Conſcience, to make him Aci again 5 
it U 
Ir they who are for paſſing theſe Overture, W 
would be pleaſed to be quiet till they are CapabeMW* B 
of Anſwering theſe Queries, in ſupport of the Caim ſe 
which are made by this Overture, and to Reco- kn 
cile ſuch anſwers to Reaſon, Scripture, and Pro int 
teſtantiſm; I am confident, it would keep then n 


from much Guilt, and effectually ſuperſede their 2 d 
attempt tor Dividing this poor Shattered Church 

I am not quite ſo great a Stranger to the Won #2! 
as to expect to be Anſwered according to my ori 
Preſcription ; and I ſuppoſe what I may expect u no 
hear is a charge of Iadependency; and that I deny 
all Authority in the Church. I ſhall therefore oft 
ſomething to obviate this Objection; and to itl 
anſwer, 


Firſt, Thar the Charge is falſe : And that | God 
have fallen inco no Principles, nor made any A. iy Cq 
ſertions, but what have been made and Maintaineaiﬀſ * a 
by thoſe who have never forfeited the Charade "0! t 
o P:ecbyrerians ; and thoſe who are able to ke 75 
conci e to Presbytery, what Mr. Rutherford (ays it ? 16 
the Preface to his Survey of the Survey of that S K 3 
of Church Diſcipline Penned by Mr. Thomas Hook" N. 
w '' find it as eaſie a Tack to ſhew what I hi" ſucic 
fai ot to be Inconſiſtent with it, Mr. Ruthenen eme 
Words are ſo Remarkable that I ſhall be at f me 


pains to Tranſcribe them. 


No 
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No n doth it belong to the Eſſence of Presbyte- 
rial Gorvernment, that all Members of this 
Church, and inferior Judicatories, ſhould ſo ſub- 
mit to the Superiour reſpective ſudicatures, that 
if they be grieved with the Sentence, they ought 
to æcquieſce thereunto, and not to contra- act, 
* but only appeal, until there ſhall be a general 
* Aſſembly to determine the Matter. This never 
was, and I truſt, cor ſhall ever be their mind 
* who are for Presbyterial Government; nor do our 
* Bretheren juſtly father it upon the general Aſ- 
ſembly, Anno 1648. Sf. 30. For our Church ac- 
' knowledgeth no ſubjection nor ſubordination of 
inferior Judicatures unto ſuperiors, but in the Lord, 


and ſo to ſubmit to any Sentence, and to forbear 
era duty of preaching the Goſpel, praying, viſiting, 
ch exhorting, catechiſing paſtorally in Families, to 


abſtain from the Lord's Supper, and from Acts 
* of due Cenſure, neceſſary for the Flock upon the 
knovyn unjuſt ſentence of a Synod, until a Gene- 
tal Aſſembly ( which poſſibly cannot be conven- 
ger <4 in an age to determine) is to 1. obey Men 
ir (unjuſtly forbidding a called Miniſter of Chriſt to 
| preach in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, rather than 
God; for they unjuſtly forbid, and thc Lord juſt- 
commands; therefore the called Miniſter muſt 
act and contra - act to their unjuſt Sentence, and 
not forbear for an Hour, as the Scripture clears, 
2 Tim. 4. f, 2. Acts 20. 31. 18, 19, 20. 1 Cor. 
9.16, Iſa. 58. 1. Jer. 1.17. Exel. 2. 2, 4, J. 
& 3. 10, 17. Ac, 5. 28, 29. and ſo this is un- 
Juit, 2. It is to make Synods and Eccleſiaſtical 
e bedicatures Lords of our Faith, which the Re- 
„emed Churches deteſt in popiſh Councels ; for 
ney men and Councels moſt lawful can challenge 
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only limited obedience and ſubmiſſion in the 


nn 


: Lord to their Determinations, if they ſpeak a 
command according to the Law and the Teftimay 
: Iſa. 8: 20: otherwiſe there is no light in them. Al 
ſo it is popiſh. 3. We conceive in performing 
Acts of that Government which Chrilt owns| 
: his Word, we do not fin ; for no authority fe 
4 Judicature can make that to be the word d 
God, and obedience to God, which was not, 4M *) 
to the matter, obedience to God before ti th 
authority, nor on the contrary. Now to abſtain cl 
from preaching, praying, eating and drinking lar 
the Lord's Supper in a called Miniſter, and in e 
viſible Profeſſor, duly called and fitted, is u £0: 
g then cannot the authority of the Church, fat t 4 
i 


their known unjuſt ſentence make it lawful. 
Suppoſe the General Aſſembly ſhould ratife De 


conſirm the unjuſt Sentence of the inferiour j 18 
dicatutre or annul their juſt ſentence, the peopi fend 
* of God are not obliged to ſtand to either the ong dic. 
* or the other, So we diſown the point whuiC Ru 
* our Brethren delivered to us in their Papers Hes 
* Union ſought by Us, as nothing belonging ro tl this 
* Eflence of Prezbyterial Government, but rejed cer , 
as unſound, tyranical; and popiſh ”. this 

To Mr. Rutherford, I ſhall add the late Rev! be ſu 
Mr. Af. Bride, a Perſon well known to Diſtente the 
in the North of Freland, and juſtly eſteemed or 5 E 
Learning and Judgment, who among other tif 3 
as to the Authority of the Church, in his 4% 1 1 
verſions (page 87. 88.) ſays, © Her power,!“ ald ii 
* the Churches ) is in determining Circumſia06 and ( 
© and theſe Determinations are of the {ame Extt 2 
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and Continuance with the Reaſons enemy 
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Order, Unity and Peace of Chriſtians are Jpſo 
© Fato void, and Nullities ; ſo that the World 
' need not be ſo much terrified with that great 
Hurd, CHURCH-AUTHORITY, it they tru- 
iy underſtand it, and the Liberty wherewith 
© Chriſt has made us free *. Theſe Authorities are 
ſufficient to ſecure my Character. | 

Secondly, 1 anſwer, that the Churches Authori- 
ty conſiſts in Promulgation and Juriſdiction, or in 
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MF the Right of declaring, divulging, and executing 
un the Laws of God, by applying them to particu- 
oof (ir Perfons and Circumſtances ; And here is Work 


enough tor all Church-Aſſemblies, and thoſe who 
compoſe them; and if in this they commend 
themſelves to the Conſciences of Men, and don't make 
things of doubtful Diſtutation the Matter of their 
Deciſions, where there can be no Room for leav- 
Ing a Conviction upon the Conſcience of the Of- 
fender, it will add more to the Reputation of Ju- 
dicatories, than if they had made a Thouſand 
Rules about things which are lawful, and as to 
tneſe things, the Apoſtle ſays, (1 Cor. 6. 12.) AP 
things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought un- 
a the Power of any. Upon which Mr. Henry has 
this Note, that even in things lawful, he would not 
be ſubject to the Impoſitions of an uſurped Authority, 
It the Synod ſhould make great Numbers of Rules 
lor Expediency and Edification, there is never a 
Member who thinks them Expedient and Law- 
ful, but will obſerve them : But the Claim as 
laid in the Overture, deſtroys the Liberty of Men 
and Chriſtians. 
Tur third Overture is expreſſed in the follow- 
ing Words, | 

"Rx- 


E 9 
Rssor vp, That any Member of our [u 
dicatories, who ſhall refuſe to give a Declarati 


on of his Sentiments of the Truths of God con- 


* tained in our Common Confeſſion, when requir 


ed thereto Judicially, by any of the Judicatories 
of this Church, conſtituted in the Name of our 
* Great Lord, to which Judicatories he or they 
are ſubject, when the Judicatory ſhall apprehend 
* ſuch Declarations will contribute to the Glory 
* of God, and the Edification of Souls; ſuch Re 
* cuſants ſhall be cenſured according to the In: 
© portance of the Article, the Confeſſion whereof 
is Judicially demanded, and not cenfeſſed ot 
declared. Now againſt this Overture paſſing 
into a Reſolution, I offer the following Ami 
ments. | 
Firſt, Tua x here is a direct Claim made for 
an INQUISITORY Power, and not only a Ne 
ceſſity laid upon a Man, of ſubmitting in a ſingle 
Inſtance, which however oppreſſive, ſome might 
chuſe perhaps rather to fit down with than rait 
any Naiſe; but a Demand made, that it ſhould 
be ſettled as a Point of Right belonging to Chucl 
Judicatories. Will not this Method as truly di 
cover the hidden Thoughts of every honeft Mat 
if he ſubmit to it, as Oaths and Torments, in the 
INQUISITION : It muſt then be lyable to dl 
ObjeSions made againſt it, by Papiſts, and by a 
Proteſtants without Exception, as à Violation 0 
the Law of Nature, in tempting a Man to accul 
himſelf, or prevaricate, whereby he 1s rendere 
obnoxious to the Vengeance of God, a hight 
Penalty than Death itſelf. It appears by the ; 
amination of Mr. Cartwright, as Fuller gr p 
Account of it in his Church-Hiſtory, that, * 
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was once a Law for examining 2 Man upon Ar- 
icles,the- Anſwers to which might make him Cri- 
minal. And Mr. Cartwright deſired to be excuſed 
from anſwering, fince he was not bound by the 
Divine Law to do it, upon which he was com- 
nitted to Priſon. Mr. Fuler tells us, that this 
Oath was taken away by A& of Parliament, and 
that it is to be hoped, nothing like it ſhall be ſub- 
tituted in the Room of it. And give me Leave 
to add, that if there ſhould, then I hope that every 
Man will have the Spirit of Thomas Cartwright, 
and rather chooſe to ſuffer, by refufing to ſubmit 


ngo this Oath, or any thing like it, than by yield- 
gung to proſtitute his Conſcience to the Tyranny of 

Men; ſince a tame Submiſſion is worſe than any 
- thing that Men can inflict. Fuler, Book 9. Page 


179. 209, 

Kcondly, How can Men be obliged to yield to 
this Overture, which, if it paſs into a Reſelution, 
muſt overturn the Diſcipline appointed by Chriſt 
In his Church! and it is alſo plainly Subverſive 
cor the common Rules of Juſtice : Will the Autho- 
rey of the Synod be a ſufficient Plea in Bar, to 
ite Charge of Unfaithfulneſs againſt us, by our 
the WWereat Lord and Maſter ? And ſince the Neceſſity 
of Holineſs, in order to Happineſs, is one of the 
Doctrines of the Confeſſion, it will be very eaſie 
or Judicatories, if they are once in the Poſſeſſion 


ul Wof the Authority claimed by this Overture, to 


„ ſretch it ſo far as to make every Breach of the 
7 1 of God the Matter, upon which they will 
I * » Inquiſition. This certainly will not be 
* . o great a Violation of the Overture, when 
N Rule, as the Overture, as it now ſtands is 


c that Divine Canon, Againſt an Elder receive not 
an 
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an Accuſation, but before t wo or three Witneſſes, 1 Tim, Wi 
5. 19. And I ſuppoſe, it will be eafily granted, 
that Synods are at as great Liberty, in conſtruing 
their own Acts, as they are in conſtruing the 
Bible. 

Thirdly, Can any thing be offered, to juſtify 
the paſſing this Overture inro a Reſolution, when Nut 
all the Arguments made Ule of againſt the Sau Mic 
Inquiſition, and the Oath ex Officio, are in their full Meu 
Force againſt it? And the Keaſonings made Le 


of, by the Proteſters againſt Mr. Neævin's Exclul-W:: ; 
on, do plainly prove the Unreaſonableneſs of this Miſh 
Overture. Mr. Hooker, one of the moſt ftrenuouM: m 
and learned Advocates for Authority, ſays, that ure: 
one demonſtrative Reaſon from the meaneſt Perſon, buli tis 
outweigh all the Authority in the World. Is it to be boud 
thought, that all Perſons who ſhall be concernedgMwhe: 
in paſſing this Overture, or who ſhall be exam Pro 


ed upon it when it has paſſed into a Reſolution, Mthat 
are able to anſwer thefe Reaſons againſt Mr. Nu nore 
Excluſion. In the Opinion of very good Judge 
who are no way concerned in our Controverlits 
they are unanſwerable. And if this be rhe Cal 
Submiſſion to this Overture, when it paſſes into1 
Refolution, muſt be an Inſupportable Task. 
Fourthly, THE Penalty with which this Ont! 
ture is enforced, is unreaſonable and unjuſt, 4 
affords therefore another Argument againſt it. & 
ſince a Man, who firmly believes all the Div 
Truths contained in the Confeſſion, may fro 
what he knows of ſuch Inquiſſtory Methods, belt 
contrary to the Rules of Juſtice, and ſubverl" 
of Chriſtian Diſcipline, refuſe to make ſuch ; 
claration, then he is to be proceeded a8 
according to the Inportance of the Article he rei 


EE 


Joo declare. Nay let us ſuppoſe one Member of 
| Wore of our Judicatories is queſtion'd about his Be- 
ef of the Being of God, another upon the Deity 
of Chriſt ; a third about Divorce, whether vo- 
untary Deſertion be a juſt Cauſe of it; they all re- 
fuſe to declare, becauſe they are perſwaded of the 
Juſtice of the Non- declaring Principle, and by Con- 
quence it is the ſame Crime which all three are 
guilty of: And yet according to the Overture, the 
fit is to be treated as an ATHEIST, the ſecond 
5x2 HERE TICK, and the THIRD as a very 
diſhoneſt Man. Is it poſſible, that there can be 
more ample Pro viſion made for pgJaying the Cen- 
lures of the Church at Random, than there 1s by 
this Overture. There have been very juſt and 
loud Complaints made of Tyranny in the State, 
when extraordinary Puniſhments, which bear no 
Proportion to Crimes, have been inflicted. Bur 
that there ever were any expoſed to Puniſhments 
more di ſproportioned to the Fault, than thoſe 
provided by this Overture, I very much queſtion. 
For let us ſuppoſe them miſtaken in this Principle, 
that Men are not to accuſe themſelves, and that this 
wy of Proceeding, by holding an Inquiſition, is none of 
tre ways which Chriſt has appointed for iſſuing Scan- 
aal; Where has a merciful God authorized his 
Church to treat his ſincere, tho miſtaken Servants, 
s Infidels or Hereticks, meerly for this Fault? 
or, with what Conſcience can the Church infli& 
the Penalty, when there is not any Colour of their 
being guilty of the Crime! Let none charge the 
Judge of allthe Earth with this Unrighteouſneſs. Is 
to be imagin'd, that he who carrys the Lambs in 
bis Boſom, an] gently leads them who are with Young, 
ho Will nor break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the 

E fſmoal- 
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ſmoaking Flax, that he has commiſſion'd his Church 
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to treat his ſincere Servants, like the vileſt Apo: 
ates ? No. This 1s much liker the Temper ot that 
Servant, to whom his Lord forgave ten thouſand 
Talents. And yet he took his Fellow-Servant by 
the Throar, * a few Pence: And, methinks, the 
Penalty inflicted on that Servant, ſhould deter 
People from his Practices, or any thing which 
looks like them. 

Fifthly, Bx this Overture, a Man is intite 
deprived, in ſuch Caſes, of judging, when his cor 
feſſing or declaring a Truth, may be tor the Glo- 
ry of God, or the Edification of Souls: This mußt 
be left to the Judicatory, to which he belongs 
Nay, it he ſhould think it to the Diſhonour d 
God, to be a Breach of his Laws, and to mat 
Edification, by leading Chriſtians by his Example 
into an Error, v7z. the ſubmitting to an Inquiſitor 
Method for ifluing ofScandal : and yet ſhould tame: 
ly vield Submiſſion against ſuch Convictions a 
theſe, which, it is to be feared, a timorous Perlon 
may do, from the Greatneſs of rhe Pe nalty; | 
would ack upon it, how the Glory of God ci: 
promoted by ſuch a Declaration? And if tit 
Church have a Power, againſt ſuch Convictions 
to make a Man decl are, then whether the Oxfo Den 
Contents to the 149.) I. ſalm ſhould not be reſtotes 
and God praiſed for t!e Power he hath gid en his Chun 
OVER THE CONSCIENCESY 
Men. 

TI i urth Overture is thus expreſſed, * Re 
© ſolved, that altho this Church have not 25% 
; enacted, that a Subſcription or Declaration 3 
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© the IWeſtmirſter-Confeſicu of Faith, which 15 iſ. | 


common Confeſſion of this Church, mould Se, 
made 
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made by every conſtituent Member of this Sy- 
„nod; yet we judge it requiſite, that the fol- 
ui lowing Overture be tranſmitted to the ſeveral 
presbyteries, viz. whether or not we fhould, 
' after the laudable Example of the Church of 
* Scotland, in their General-Aſſemblies, require of 
every Miniſter and Ruling Elder, before their 
Admiſſion to vote in our General-Synod, that 
he ſubſcribe or declare the Meſtminſter-Confeſſion 
of Faith, to be the Confeſſion of his Faith, as a 
Qualification of Member-ſhip *. Now againſt 
his Overture paſſing into a Reſolurion, I offer 
he following Arguments. 

Firſt, Taxa r all the Reaſons, which have been 
made Uſe of, to ſhew that no Church 1s inveſted 
ith Power to require Subſcription to an Jrvare 
be Firm of Conteſſion, as a Term of Communt- 
bn, ſtand in full Force againſt it. And that theſe 
urguments are of ſome Weight, in the Judgment 
our Synod, appears from the Pacifick-A&. And 
can't wellbe denied, but the Arguments againſt 
dare of ſo much Force, and urged fo plauſibly, that 
| Perſon of the ſtricteſt Orthodoxy, the greatelt 
Ficty, and the beſt natural and acquired Parts, 
be determined by them. Now, it is plain to 
| Demonſtration, that no Rule can be right which 
xcludes ſuch a Perſon from the Miniſtry. Can 
ut Canon be from Heaven, by which Councels 
Ir Synods exclude a Man from ſerving in that Of- 
ce, for which Chriſt has eminently qualified him! 
ly Defence of requiring Subſcription to an in- 
wavle Form, which has appeared among us, 
it were ſeparated from what is nothing to the 
Wpoſe, would be reduced to a ſmall Bulk. 
Ycordly, Ir this Overture paſs into a Reſoluti- 
E 2 On, 
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qn, it muſt inevitably deſtroy the Peace of thi 
Church ; and a fatal and ſcandalous Rupture my 
follow; for thoſe who are now known by tk 
Name of Non-ſubſcribers among us, have declard 
themſel ves againſt ſubſcribing invariable Form 
and offered their Reaſons againſt it; and again 
iſſuing Scandal, by ſubſcribing or declaring. Nov 
by this Overture, we have reduced them to ti 
Dilemma; either of acting againſt their Conſcien 
or of being excluded from Communion. Wh: 
mult they now do, there is no way left, but e 
ther to relinquiſh their Opinions, which after th 
prmoſt Enquiry they think to be true, which! 
not in their Power; or, they muſt come into th 
Synod, and declare * that they believe God h 
inveſted no Church with a Power to requii 
* Subſcription to an invariable Form, as a Ter 
of Communion, &'c. and therefore a Pretencet 
it, is a Uſurpation upon the Authority of Cin 
and the Submiſſion to ſuch a Uſurpation, a 
traying the Liberty which Chrift has made! 
free with; but yet, in Obedience to the Syte 
* they will ſubſcribe*. This Declaration wol 
ſhew them to be perfectly diſqualified for Cot 
munion with any Society of Chriſtians ; and wi 
ther it would be proper to admit them Membe 
of the General-Synod, for tht 'beying Mai, " 
ther than God, let the World judge. Dr. Sz 
at the Savo-Couſerence, when the Diſſenters i! 
given in all their Objections to the Terms? 
Conformity, it being reſolved, to make all t 
things to which they objected, Terms ot Con 
munion, ſaid, Now we know their Minds, ti 
be a Parcel of Rogues, if ever they conform. ie 
one may make the Application. Huch 


„ 
Thirdly, Ir will, I ſuppoſe, be readily owned, 


chat the Heſtminſter-Confeſſzon contains a vaſt Trea- 
ſure of Goſpel Truths; and what is ſcattered in 
great Numbers of Syſtems, is there judiciouſly 
ſummed up. And that there have been great Num- 
bers ot Volumes wrote for, and againſt the Truths 
thete contained. Can then any Man, with Judg- 
ment, ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, who is 
not a thorough read Divine! or, who has not with 
Care read ſomething for and againft the Subjects 
there contained! or, have all who are admitted 
to vote in our General-Synod, compared our Con- 
feſſion with the Holy Scriptures, and underſtood 
what they read in both. And lower than this, 
it is impoſſible to come, if they ſubſcribe with 
judgment or Honeſty ; and yet I am afraid, if all 
the Members of our General-Synod were exami- 
ned upon the Articles of our Confeſſion, and as to 
their Underſtanding of the Scriptures, which are 
brought to ſupport them, there would remarkable 
Diſcoveries be made, of notorious Diſqualifica- 
tions for Subſcription. And ſhall the meer Act of 
Subſcribing, tho done never ſo Ignorantly, quali- 
fie a Man for Member-ſhip ; and ſhall Implicite 
Futh, and an Act of Obedience founded on it, 
give A Man ſuch Prerogatives amongſt Proteſt- 
ants ! 

Fourthly, T n1s Overture ſeems torepreſent it 
a5 the laudable Practice of the Church of Scotland 
in their Generat-Afſemblies, that they require of 
every Miniſter, and Ruling Elder, before their 
Admiſſion to vote in the Aſſembly, that he ſub- 
ſcribe or declare the Weſiminſter-Confeſſion, to be 
the Confeſſion of his Faith: By the beſt Informa- 
tion that I can get, this is falſe in Fact: For there 


Is 


L383 3 
is no more than a Mention made in their Com- Nu 
| miſſions, that they have ſubſcribed the Confeſſion in 
| of Faith of that Church, according to the 11th car 

Act of the Aſſembly, 1700. Pardivan, Page 75, Wot 

So that to the beſt of my Underſtanding, this O- Fo- 
| verture recommends the Laudable Example of the 
a Church of Scotland to us, for countenancing a Sub- 
ſcription, not agreeable to the Subſcription She 
makes. But what has the Church of Scotland 
gained by her Subſcription ? Does there appear 
| to be greater Purity of Doctrine among them, than 
N among us ? Have not Twelve of their Miniſters, 
in the moſt open Manner, pleaded for what a great 
many call Antinomianiſm, as agreeable to the 
Weſtminſter-Confeſjion, in the great Article of Juſt» 
fication ! Have any yet appeared among us, in 
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Church, where-ever it has been practiſed, ſo it 


; Detence of ſuch a groſs Error ? An Error, that 
5 if Men's Hearts were not better than their Heads, 
would break into the groſſeſt Scandals in Life. 
f And as the urging Subſcription to an invariable 
| Form, has occaſioned great Diſputes in every 
| 


; may be but too juſtly apprehended, that this e 
Practice is what will bid faireſt for dividing the . I. 
Church of Scotland. Again, Rees 3 

Fifthly, Tux dutys of forbearance towards Fer roct 

ſons who are under Miſtakes, and of endeavouriis a 

to preſerve Unity and Peace, are clearly Recom- 8 
mended by the Goſpel. Nay, in ſo perſpicuous# * | 

| Manner are theſe laid down, that none can be Ig. * 

| norant of them, who have the leaſt Acquaintance . 
with Divine Revelation; and therefore, where the 4 { 

' Matters for which Chriſtians are apt to break p - 

| Communion with one another, are not as ca") = 


deſcribed in Scripture as cauſes for breaking Com 
| muni0n 
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munion, as the duty of Chriſtian Forbearance is, 
in that caſe Forbearance ſnould take place. Now, 
can that Perſon who is fondeſt of the Subſcription 
of the IWeſtminſter-Confeſſion being put upon the {ame 
Foot among us, upon which it ſtands in Scotland, 
gew, that ſuch a Subſcription is as clearly repreſented to 
be a Duty as forbearance peace and unity among Chriſti- 
aus: And if it be not, then why ſhould any Man 
conſent to the Introduction of that Subſcription 
which it is evident muſt deſtroy our Peace and 
Unity. When the Point of ſubſcribing the Con- 
fon Of Faith upon the Scots Plan is ſo obſcurely, 
if at all, Enjoyned in the Scripture, that Perſons 
of the greateſt Piery, Sagacity, and Learning can't 
ce the leaſt Traces of it there, and the Practice a- 
mong themſelves is but lately Introduced, and the 
i Ifcorery but modern. But on the other hand, 
„ orſons of the meaneſt Capacity, can't but ſee, how 
e. Wow crtully the dutys of Forbearance, Peace, and 
le Vai, are recommended in the Goſpel. Surely 
x Men ſnould not venture upon ſuch a plain Breach 
it of te Divine Law, to ſecure them from running 
is mo an uncertain Imaginary Evil. | 
ie hope, that thoſe who are for Promoting this 
practice of Subſcription, will Conſider before they 
r: Procced any farther, how many ill Conſequences 
jo ive followed upon it, ſince theunhappy Debates 
n- out it have been brought upon the Stage among 
62 n What bitter Contentions, what Lying, and 
g dandering has it Introduced 2 do we not ſee a 
ſcandalous and avowed Breach of Communion ; 
and ſuch Subſcribing Miniſters who are for main- 
ning Communion with their Non-ſubſcribing 
rethren are looked upon to be ſo Criminal on this 
Account, that it is with great difficulty they can 
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| get ſome of their Subſcribing Brethren to Aſſil 

| them in the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, Ibu 
I And is it not to be admired, that the Diviſive Spi- ue 
rit is got to ſo great a heiglit among the People? ebe 


And ſo ſtrangly are Men carryed to Di viſive Courſes, 
that the mutual Charitable Declaration has not been 
able to ſtem the Torrent; and at the ſame time. 
while the Zeal of Chriſtians has been turned into 
this Channel, Practical Godlineſs has been under 
maniteſt Decays. I am at a loſs to know, what 
Advantages we have had by it that bear any Pro- 
portion to the Evils we have brought upon ourſelves 
by chis unhappy Debate. And if the Revival of this 
Contention, which will be inevitable if this Over- 
ture take Place, be attended with the ſame unhap 
py effects upon Religion that the Introducing it 
has been, I know nothing which Practical Godlinels 
is in greater hazard of ſuffering by than by this 
Overture. | 
I know it is ſaid, that by Subſcribing the Gr 
feſſion of Faith, we give a credible Profeſſion of out 
ORTHODOXY, and ſhew our being of tis 
ſame Judgment as to the Doctrines of our Contell: 
on. But I muſt own, that tho*Tmake no queſtion 0 
a cordial agreement of all the Subſcribing Minilter 
(and Non-ſubſcribing too) in all the important Tt 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith, yet I am far from be 
ing of opinion, that all the Subſcribing Minilie 
are agreed in the ſame Senſe of the Doctrines d 
4 our Confeſſion. For altho the Reverend Mb 
Maſtertown, and myſelf have both ſubſcribed the 
N 26th chapter of our Confeſſion, without offering 
any Explication of it at the time of our Subſcrio 
ing, yet if I underſtand him right, in what he ha 
publiſhed on that Head in his Apology, there 
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but few Perſons that I know from whom differ 
more in my Notions of Church-Cummunion. In 
order to ſet my ſelf right in this Point, I not on. 
Read the chapter about it in our CONFESSION 
yith care; but as far as I was able, inquired into the 
practice of the Members of the Aſſembly upon that 
lead, preſuming that men of their Character 
. Would give a good Comment upon their own 
+ WPocirinezin their practice; and after this,compared 
„ie whole with the Holy Scripture. And after 
can't ſee how it is poſſible to Reconcile Mr. 
„ Wl:ſtertown's Notions of Church-Communion to 
ee Confeſſion he has Subſcribed, or to the Bible. 
1 muſt not forget his Illuſtrating his Doctrine 
an Example too, viz. His Excluding Mr. Kirl- 
ick and Mr. Haliday from Chriſtian Communi- 

115 Vl) with him. g 
I am ſufficiently aware, that Mr. Maſtertown's 
ends give it out, that it was againſt his Judg- 
tent, that Mr. Kirkpatrick and Mr. Haliday were 
he W-xcluded from Communion in his Congregation. 
pon which I ſhall only ſay, that I am afraid Mr. 
\ of Wloſtertown did not make ſo brisk an Oppoſition to 
ers ar Scandalous Concluſion, which that affair iſſued 
as became him. And I wiſh, he had left a Diſ- 
be- Wi" or Proteſt on Record in the Son- Book, to ap- 
ers Wea! to, for vindicating his Character. And this 
. of Would have tended more to Edifie his Congregation 
M. Fd Son, than the moſt ſnaking Compliance with 
we eir Unchriſtian Temper. I have met with a 
ing WP age in Burnet on the Articles, page 313, which 
think ſuited to his Caſe, if its coming from ſo 
Wholick a Hand don't render the Antidote Diſ- 

Altful. His Words are, © The fondneſs which 
teople have for Images, their readineſs to believe 
F the 
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the moſt Incredible Stories concerning them, tir 
Expence they are at to Enrich and Adorn thenfifhy E 


their Proſtrations before them, their Confiden id 
in them, their humble and tender Embracii the 
and Kiſſing them, their pompous and heathehe 0 
iſh Proceſſions to their Honour, the Fraternii Ren 
Erected for particular Images, not to MentiMotio 
the more univerſal and Eſtabliſhed Practice of MM nc 


recting their Prayers to them, of ſetting Lig 
before them, and of Incenſing them: Thek 
ſay, are things too well known to ſuch as hafWans « 
ſeen the way of that Religion, that they ſho 
need to be-much Enlarged on ; and yet they: 
not only allowed of but Incouraged. Thoſe amo 
them who have too much good Senſe to {ink 
to theſe fooliſh Apprehenſions themſelves, ) 
mult not only Bear with them, but often Cin 
with them, to avoid the giving of Scandal, as t 
call it; not conſidering the much greater Kan 
that they give, when they Iacourage others by f 
Practice to go on in theſe Follies ?*. I hope, 

Maſtertown will take Care for the future to pk 
his People for their Good to Edification : And 
himſelf free from the Guilt of Humoring tit 
whatever Advantage he may Promiſe himſelt 
theſe Compliances which plainiy Mar it, 4 
wiſh there were clearer Evidences of his Inoc 

in the Caſe under Conſideration, than I feat l 
is. 

Mr Maſtertown's Scheme, as I apprehend 
thar there is a Neceſſity in order to the mall 
ing of full Communion, that Perſons ſhould ei 
A-rece in the Belief of the ſame Truths, ® 
juſt of the ſame Degree of Holineſs ; and that 
long as this appears to be the Caſe, they 4 


fall 
udt 


& 
C 
c 
* 
C 
c 
Cc 
C 
c 
* 
c 
6 
o 
c 
c 
c 
C 
c 
c 
c 
c ong 


166 


Witinue in Communion ; but whenever they have 
Evidence of the Contrary, then they are to 
den ride. This, as I take it, is the plain Meaning 
WM the Comment he gives us upon Phil. 3. 15, 16. 
he only Paſſage he has from the Bible, as far as 
Remember, to give Countenance to the ſtrange 
otions he has advanced on this Head. But this I 

not much Surprized at, for there is nothing 
ich can be brought from thence to ſupport ſuch 
nceits. © For to put the Communion of Chriſti- 
us or Miniſters upon the Foot of a Perfect Con- 


uo ent among them in all Heads of Doctrine, if the 
cy WCommunion of Chriſtians among themſelves 
hould Stand on theſe hard Terms, ſcarce could 


peter and Paul have held Communion, ſays the 
ebrated Davenant, Exhort. to Brotherly Commu» 
i", Page 52. It can't be queſtioned, but Either of 
e Points which Mr. Maſtertown makes neceſlary 
full Communion would Render it Impoſſible, I 


budt whether the Apoſtles could have had it a- 
„Meng themſelves upon Either of them; can Mr. 
pie be ro un Dew, that they were of the ſame Mind 
d Judgment in every Caſe, and that they were 


ally Holy. But let us grant that the Apoſtles 
git Maintain full Communion among them- 
ves, yet it is plain that they could not, upon his 
deme with any Uninſpired Perſons. In ſhort, 
his Scheme, will deſtroy the Unity of the Church, 
believed, and will render all Communion Im- 
acicable. All the Churches and Meeting-Houſes 
London would not be enough toReceive the ſeve- 

i Parties, who muſt keep Diſtin& Communions, 
a do are now in Mr. Maſtertown's own Congrega- 
ter And as Mr. M. is, I hope, giving himſelf 
4 Reading, that his Profiting may appear to all ; it 
2 15 


of. 


— 
„ 
— — 


* 


rer 
— — — — — 


1 


*. p —— 


4 J] 


is a pity, that by thus diſcharging his Duty H Nai 


ſhould be more and more Studying himſelf out Mie 
Communion with his o Congregation. - Thi nt! 
Notion is ſo far from being Fitted to the moſt H 
travagant Fancies of the Millennium, that 1 am aMtha 
to think it an Argument againſt Glorified Saint Stat 
having full Communion, ſince there will be die part 
rent Degrees of Future Re ward. diel 

] 2m forced to own, that after all the Inquire 1 
which I have been capable to make in this Matter 
I'wasnever yet able to underſtand, where the Chute 
could find a Commiſſion for Excluding; from Con 
munion any Perſon whom they are oblidged4 

harity to think is a Member of Chriſt, and ha 
Communion with him, let him differ in never! 
many Points from the Church which Excludes him 
For if he be Adopted into the Family of Heavel 
he has a Right to all the Privileges of the Sons d 
God: And Communion with all who every wherecd 
pan the Lord Jeſus is one of thoſe Privileges, which 


he Claims on no leſs ſolid a Foundation than his ar 
ing Communion with Chriſt. There was a ne 
Intimacy and Cloſe Communion between Mr. b%WMjorit 
ter, who was in Judgment for Arch B. pers Moda For: 
k Epiſcopacy, and Mr. Vines, a Noted Member p 
the Aſſembly ; neither can I find, that ever ay Wand 
them broke Communion with him or Mr. G,WZ I 
(who was of the ſame Judgment with Mr. Bare hun 
there is an Unity of Faith to which all true Beher by 2 
come, and this and a ſuitable Life will ſecure tl in m 
according to the Goſpel Covenant, tho they woa more 
not come up to Mr. Maſtertown's Standard. I wou et: 
Recommend to his Peruſal a Sermon of Biſhop flis 
Ube:'s called, A Brief Declaration of the Univerſal - 
fes 


of the Church of Chriſt, and the Unity of the wy 


— 5 | | 
Faith Profeſſed therein, On Eph. 4. 13. And 1 hope 
ke will Remember that B. Uſber's Character is a 
Ittle too well Eſtabliſhed to be Slur'd by him as a 
Comprehenfion-maker. And I can't help Obſerving 
that a little of their Character who as Men of this 
Stamp are apt to be Deſpiſed, would for the molt 
part do Excellent Service to thoſe who are Rea- 
dieſt ro Contemn them. . 
would heartily Rejoice to ſee that Catholick 
Spirit which I am perſwaded Reigned in the et- 
minſte;=Aſſembly, and of which the 26 Chapter is a 
landing monument, more Remarkably Diffoſed 
among thoſe who pretend to a diſtinguiſhed Vene- 
ation for their Works, I mean, our Conſeſſion and 
Catech-ſms. Fuller tells us (Book 11th. p. 213. of his 
Church Hiſtory) that after the Death of Dr. Twiſſe, 
Mr. Charles Herle Fellow of Exeter Colledge in 
' Oxford Succeeded him in his place of Prolocutor, 
done ſo much Chriſtian, Scholar, and Gentleman, 
that he can Unite in Affection with thoſe who 
are disjoined in Judgment from him. This to 
me carries a Probable Argument in it that the Ma- 
Jority of the Aſſembly were of the ſame Temper. 
forall Aſſemblies who have a Choice, do general 
y put one into the Chair who is of the ſame Party 
ad Diſpoſition with the greateſt Number. 
I muſt here farther Recommend to Mr. Maſtes- 
un, a Paſlage in the Preface to the Mella Patrum 
by Francis Rows, a Member of the Aſſembl y,which 
n my Opinion Breaths a different, I mean, a much 
more Chriſtian Spirit than any thing which has 
et appeared in the Writings of Mr. Maſtertoun. 
us Words are, © At this day there are but too 
Many who eſteem it the very Height and Per- 
lection of an Art (which ought rather to be De- 
© teſted 
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46 
* teſted and Abhorred by them) By this Art thoſe e 
Errors in Judgment and Practice are made un- b 
* pardonable, which Chriſt by Juſtification will fo h 
give. And by doing ſo, the Members of Chriſt, M 1 

© whoare quickened by him, they endeavour to ti 
© Deſtroy, and to Raze the truly Indelible Cha- S 
*. rater which the Regeneraring Spirit has leftup-M » 
on them. Butſhouldnot ſuch Perſons remembet b 

that terrible Declaration, I «ny Man deſtroy tl 1 
©. Temple of God, him ſhall God deſtroy... And ſuch ape. 
do Kill their Brethren, which they do who De- Pra 
* ſtroy that Charity which they ſhould Exerciſeto- Wil 
* wards them, Deſtroy themſelves, for without WM, 
© Charity every Man is Dead. Such Perſons ſhould 
* farther know and conſider it with Repentance, 
© that it is not the Spirit but the Fleſh which hates 
thoſe who are. Spiritual. And that the Wiſdom 
* of the Fleſhis Death, as it is Enmity to God who 
© is Lite. But Univerſal Charity, without which 
the Catholick Faith neither is nor can Appeat, 
© this Catholick Charity Loves all the Members 
© Chriſt, even thoſe who are Diſeaſed and Wound. 
© ed. And their ' Diſeaſes and Infirmities do not 

© raiſe Hatred, that Infernal Fury, in ſuch as Love 

c 

c 

o 

0 


them, but holy and heavenly Affections, 28 F. 
ty, Compaſſion and a deſire of Healing them. 
For Spiritual Love, which isſtill a Univerſal Low 
ſees that in this Life we know but in part. But 
' Carnal Love does not underſtand how to Lone 


any Perſon who does not know all and agree W! 

us in all things. But in the mean time thou Who lbot 

art Carryed about by this Corrupt Affection kno o 
© eſt only in part, and it may be that in this 7 = 
* thing wherein thou judgeſt thy Brother he iSi 0 
Right, and thou art in the Wrong; and ſo ern = 
- © rance thou hateſt and judgeſt thy Better infor ; t 


47 J 
ed Brother. And if thou be in the Right, let God 


MW bc praiſed who has made thee to Differ, butidon't 
nate thy Brother, becauſe he has received fewer 


Talents. Forgive whom God forgives ; Love 
' thoſe that God Loves, even ſuch as are Holy and 
© Sincere, tho they do not know every thing; for 
e are not ſaved becauſe we know all things; 

but becauſe we know Chriſt . 12 
think I am able to ſhewMr. Maſtertoum s Princi- 
les, as he has helped us to underſtand them by his 
practice, mult lead him to Exclude from Miniſte- 
tial and Chriſtian Communion with him, Mr. Bax- 
er, Dr. Bates, Mr. Howe, Mr. Mead, the Late Mr. 
Henry of Hackney, and the Publiſhers of the Laſt Vo- 
lume of his Expoſitions ; and this I muſt confeſs, 
arrys the Evidence of a Demonſtration to me, that 
ſuch Principles and Practices are not from Heaven. 
But I am not willing to lengthen this Paper, by En- 
tering upon that Subject: And I would have Mr. 
Maſtertoun to Believe, that tho he ſhould Contemn 
them all under the Notion of Comprehenfion-makers, . 
and ſuch as plead for a Monſtrous Laxneſs of Chriſ- 
an Communion, that there is but little Argument 
n ſuch hard Words; and I would adviſe him to be 
alittle more ſparing of them, for the ſake of the A- 
polile Paul; who, I Believe, was at leaſt as great a 
Comprehenfion-makey as any of them. And were he 
now alive, he muſt be Excluded from full Commu- 
mon with Mr. Maſtertoun, both upon the account 
ot different degrees of Holineſs and Knowledge; in 
Hort, upon Mr. Maſtertoun's Scheme, all the Diſſen- 
ders in Euland (Subſcribers and Non: ſulſcribers) all the 
liniſters in Hullin who do not belong to our Sy- 
od, muſt be Excluded from Communion. Becauſe 
7 beſt of them have given no better Evidences 
their Soundneſs in the Faith, than drawing up 
Good 


1 . 
Good Confeſſions of their own can give. Whethe 4 
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then the ſcatteting Principles ſo deſtructive to th A 

Vnity ot the Church may, to ailude to theWordse * 

F' rhe Wiſe Man, be ſaid to be a caſting about EI 
6 ; brands, Arrows, and Death. In which Mr. Maſh, 
1 toum has the Comfort however of being in Earncl In 
1 Mr. Maſtert piques hi in A | "nn 
[| aſtertown piques himſelf, in Appearance... 
0 | upon the 8Scrictneſs of the old Independants, in admit M 
| ting Perſons to Communion with them. But, Mo. 
| I rake it, what he ſays, is only upon Hear-lay Wr.. 
7 For he does not produce any Teſtimony from then, . 


to give Countenance to this Narrowneſs (Ihe 
he will pardon the Expreſſion) of Chriſtian Condat 
munion, for which he pleads. But to ſhew hin nun 
| that he has nor fo much of their Company, as ne 
1 thinks; I ſhall recommend to his Conſideration, | 
the following Citations from Dr. O WEN, uber 
1 believe, will be owned to be one of the mol pro! 
Learned and Judicious Divines among the IndepenyW,, , 
dents ; whoſe Works, the late pious Mr. Halibur.14 
recommended to the Students, next to the Hin! 
Scriptures. In his Diſcourſe on the true Nature Mfuced 
| a Goſpel Church, Page 14. he ſays, © The Sumer 
© what is deſigned in this Diſcourſe, is this on - 
© We deſire no more to conſtitute Church Mem bes 
2 and we can deſire no leſs, than what in the Jud JL 
ment of Charity, may be thought a Compliaa an 
with that Union which is between Chriſt tit MP; 
Head, and the Church, 1 Cor. 12. 27, Cc RG 
Rule of ourreceving them, being becauſe he ws oo 
received them, Ro. 14. 1, 3. Again, Page 1% Plain 
And that the great Rule of every Church Soc | 
ty be, chat Men obſerve to do whatſoerer Nn 
© Lord Chrift hath commanded,none can be 505 must 
ed out of the Society, but upon a wilful U. 
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bedience to his Commands; and thereto! 4 


calling 


5 
iting of Men out of Church-Communion, on 
gut and trivial Occaſions; or, for amy Reaſons or 
ſes whatſoever, but ſuch as eſſentially belong 


hethe 
to th 


ode o the Rules and Laws whereon the Church 
t Fr oh originally coaleſce into a Society, is contra- 
Maſi 7 unto natural Light, and the Reaſons of the 
ani: themſelves. Again Page 231. a Caſe 


ance 
24mit 
ut, 4 
«ſay 
them 


rhetein chere is a Difference in the Judgment of 
good and wiſe Men, is to be eſteemed ſuch a du- 
bious Caſe, as is exempted from this Cenſure (viz. 
xcommunication) nothing is to be admitted here 
0 take Place but what is reprovable by natural 
ht, and the concurrent Judgment of them 
that fear God. And Page 245. but unto the Com- 
nunion of a particular Churches inthe World, there 
nothing required, but a Belief of the Scripture 
to be the Word of God, with a profeſſed Af- 
nt unto all Divine Revelation therein contained; 
provided that 20 Error be avow'd, that is contrar y 
t0 the Principal or fundamental Doctrines thereof. I 
huld have added many other Authorities to theſe, 
om the Works of Dr. Owen, but what I have pro- 
ced, are enough to ſhew, that Mr. Maſtertown is 
expect no Countenance from him, for caſting the 
-Subſcribers out of Communion with him; bur 
iz: on the contrary, he muſt ſtand condemned by 
Doctor's Judgment, if he does it: And this, 
am atraid, will bring his Memory under Mr. 
Maſtertoton's heavy Diſpleaſure. 
Urox the Whole, I am of Opiaion, that if all 
bo have ſubſcribed the Confeſſion, were to ex- 
Plain themſelves upon every Article of it, there 
vould be greater Differences found among them, 
an Mr. Maſtertoum is ready to imagine, and what 
mult ſhur all of them out from having full Com- 
anon with him. | 
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Tux laſt Overture is laid down in the ſolo A 
ing Terms. | | to 

* Thar if any inferior Judicatory ſhall tal 
upon them to reverſe, or alter the Vecilions 
* their ſuperior Judicarories, the Moderator pr, 
* (iding at that Time, and the Clerk acting unde 
him, ſhall both incur the Cenſure of Suſpenſio 
© as Jong as the next ſuperior Judicatoty ſh: 
© think fit”. Againſt this Overture paſſing in 
a Reſolution, I argue in the following Manner. 

Firſt, Tn r it ſtands in much Need ol E 
cation: For we are not told what is meant bil in 
reverſing, or altering the Decifiozs of a ſuper ca! 
Judicatory. For it is probable, that not only i tha 
making a Decree in Oppoſition to theirs, s 
pretending to an Authority, to-repeal+ what 1 p 
ſuperior Judicatory has donc, will be confirucelf u 
a Reverſing or Altering : But if an inferior quei © m; 
tory conduct themſelves in that Cafe, contrary! 
the Deciſion of the ſuperior Judicatory, that . , 
ſhall be a Breach of this Rule. UF 

Secondly, TEN if this be the, Meaning, H © Nc 
no inferior Judicatory ſhall act in any Cale, cc 
trary to the Deciſions of a ſuperior Judicataß g, 
(And I am apprehenſive, that this is the true = * rp 
tent of the Overture ; the former Senſe none . 
contend for) then there is nothing but Ali «Ret; 
in the Practice of Superior Judicatories, that BF * 
ſecure in all Caſcs, the Execution of this Over mice: 
from the Charge of Tyranny. For let it be {u by 


pofed, that the Judicatory make a wrong Deciiuvs © 
(and it is plain, that nothing but Infalliouty OI farce; 
ſecure at all Times, from doing Wrong) 7 * 
I mult aslc, by whole Authority it is, they 1 other. 


made this wrong Determination? not by mY wy? 
thority of Chriſt ; for altho* he has given 1 Ircun 


LSE 

Authority to make right Deciſions, yet none 
to make thoſe which are wrong, unjuſt, or ſinful. 
But then, if the Deciſion be wrong, (and certain- 
ly, by our Confeſſion, Men have a Right to ex- 
erciſe private Judgment, in making this Inquiry) 
{-om whence does the Obligation to Obedience 
wiſe? Would it not have deen A Sin in an infe- 
rior Judicatory, or in any particular Perſon, 
to make that a Law to themſelves, which after- 
wards comes to be the Matter of an unjuſt Deci- 
ſion, in a ſuperior Judicatory ? Now, what is it 
in the Command of a ſuperior Judicatory, which 
can make that no Sin, but a Duty, which without 
that Command, would have been no Duty, but 
a Fin! 

Mr. Alop in his Mel. Inq. Page 198. reaſons excellently to this 
Purpoſe, his Wordsare * If it be the Churches Sin, to command 
' unneceflary, burdenſom, or ſuſpected Conditions, it cannot be 
my Duty to obey. A Church may poſſibly fin in the Manner of 
* her Command, and yet I not fin in doing the Matter of the Com- 
mand. But when ſhe ſins in the Enjoyning, I cannot Conceive 
* how it ſhould be my ſen not to give Obedience: For Tlook upon my 
Duty, as the Reſulr of the Churches Authority, and where She has 
NO AUTHORITY, it will be impoſſible. to find a Foundation 
upon which to Build my Duty. All offices of Juſtice riſe from 
that Relation wherein he that claims and he that yields Subjection 
ſtand to each other; and where there is NO Relation there can be 
o Relative Duty. Now in this Caſe before us, where the Church 
bas no Power to command, may, where ſhe ſins, if ſhe com- 
' mands; fo far She is none of my Superior; and therefore ſo far the 
8 Relation is none, and the Duty juſt as much. 

Tordly, Let us ſuppoſe, that what the ſuperior Judicatory has 
made a Deciſion in, is a Matter of Prudence and Ex pediency, or in one 
0! thoſe Lawful things, is which Submiſſion is due for Conſcience ſake; 
id 1: expreſſed in theſecond Overture Now, it can't be queſtioned, 
but all tnngs which are indifferent are (abſtracting from Circum- 
ances, and in the general) lawful, and it will be thought very hard, 
o deny the Church to have Authority in things of that Nature. 
Mt, What it the Church ſhould determine my Liberty one way or 
Ther, y their Deciſion? Can I be oblidged in all Circumſtances, to 
ey b Is it not certain, that indifferent things may be ſo altered by 


cumſtances, that it would be my great Sin to do thera, as when 
G 2 it 


Enꝑagemeat to the Chareh, that ] muſt not conſult my ii 


their Leiſure. 1% Whether the Command of my Superior wil 


[C532], 
it would wound the Conſcience, or deſtroy the Soul of a weak Chriſt 
an. And why muſt I give up my Liberty in this caſe to the Church 
Muſt this thing lawful in it{elf never be omitted, attho the Souly 
my weak Brother calls me toit! Muft my hands be ſo tyedupy 


Edi fication, and do, of not, as that requires. To Perſons, why 
ol different Sentiments from me on this Head, 1 ſhall leave thi 
two Queries of Mr. Alſov, Mel. Ing. Page 2 24. to be an{weneld 


me, in mirihering the Soul of my weak Brother, when I may a 
Scandal in things indifferent? ad, Whether a Chriſtian mu 
and without dia, fujfer his Chriſtian Liberty to be eber 
710 under future Circumſtances it may be the Command of Goth fl 
Seaſon, to determine it the other? | + 
- - Fororthly, Is it not poſſible, that the Moderator and Clerk maj 
the moſt innocent of all the Judicatery,and may be the only he 
who oppole the Crime forbidden by this Overture? and fo 
Reaſon ſhould the noſt Innocant ſuffer, and the moſt Guilty te 
I don't find, that the Moderator and Clerk have a Negative apo 
Proceedings of the Judicatory, and why ſhould they ſuſſg 
what they cannot help? Muſt the next ſuperior, Judicatory 
the Moderator and Clerk, as long as they think t! M hat it 
faperior Judicatory be a Particular Synod, and they ſhoulda 
to {ſuſpend them as long as they live? 2.148 
I have now laid hefore you my deliberate; Thoughts up 
OVERTURES. If it ſhould be apprehended, that I have brew 
ed intot6o much Warmth; in my Oppoſition to thenaztothk 
only ſay, that as my Deſigu is to lay open, and expoſe man 
diviſive Meaſures, and that I could look upon (the Overall 
other Light, but as plainly rending to a ſcandalous Raps 
Tee that they have the leaſt Title to a Ceremoninus Tre 
me. And 1 heartily wiſh, that inſtead of purſuing those A 
vhich have led us iato ſcandalous Contentions, we map tab 
Vice of the great Apoſtle (Ro. 14. 13.) nat to judge um n 
more, but judge this rather, that no Man put a Stumbling buch 
Occaſion to fall in his Brother's Way. Tam, Sir. 


os your moſt oledient, 2 
humble Servant, | 


ROBERT HIGINBOB 
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Colraine, Feb. 28h. 
1725-6, 


